ABSTRACT: The Vietnamese occurrence of Stephania subpeltata H. S. Lo (Menispermaceae) is reported here for the first time. It is morphologically allied to S. japonica but differs in having subpeltate, ovate deltoid or broadly deltoid to subdeltoid leaves, shorter petiole, fewer leaf veins, conspicuously pedicellate umbelliform cymes which are seldom compound, and purple flowers and endocarp with a reduced number of abaxial rows. A taxonomic description, distribution details, ecology, and a key to the Vietnamese species of Stephania are provided.
can be easily distinguished by its drupaceous fruit and the often curved horseshoe-shaped embryo.
Stephania is one of the biggest genera belonging to Menispermaceae and was firstly described in Flora Cochinchinensis (De Loureiro, 1790) characterized by a peltate synandrium, a unicarpellous ovary, peltate leaves with long petioles, small flowers grouped into umbelliform cymes or condensed into heads, alternate sepals and petals in the pistillate flowers and often two whorls of sepals in the staminate flowers (Luo, 1982; Luo et al., 2008) .
Most species of Menispermaceae contain bioactive compounds, such as alkaloids, flavonoids, lignans, steroids, terpenoids, and coumarins (Semwal et al., 2010) . Members of the genus Stephania have long been used in Traditional Chinese Medicine (Zheng, 1986; Zhu et al., 2007; Chi et al., 2008) .
The medicinal value of alkaloids from Stephania species has been studied by various workers (Zhu et al., 1983; Huang and Guo, 1998; Semwal et al., 2010) . Even some studies investigated the chemotaxonomy of the genus (Yang and Chen, 1994; Huang et al., 1999) . Of late, the molecular phylogenetic study on the Chinese species of the genus has been carried out using ITS and trnL-F markers (Xie et al., 2015) . The study emphasized on further phylogenetic investigations including more accessions from different parts of the world. Currently, the genus comprises about 60 species mostly distributed in tropical and subtropical Asia (Diels, 1910; Lo, 1978; Forman, 1988 Forman, , 1991 Hô, 1991; Hu et al., 2008) or Africa, with some species found in Oceania (Kessler, 1993) . Among them, 37 species are recorded in China (Hu et al., 2008) , 15 in Thailand (Forman, 1991) , and seven species and one variety in Laos 
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Vu Tien Chinh, Bui Hong Quang, Ritesh Kumar Choudhary, Nian He Xia and Joongku Lee Stephania subpeltata: new record for the Flora of Vietnam 291 (Newman et al. 2007 ). In Vietnam, the genus consists of 13 species (Bân, 2003 (Fig. 1) . Efforts to locate it in the surrounding areas were without success. After the critical morphological study, consultation of relevant literature (Hô, 1991; Bân, 2003) Climbers, 1-2 m long, herbaceous, glabrous, dioecious. Stems longitudinally striate. Petiole 1.5-2.5 cm, inserted 1-2 mm from the base of blade; leaf blade subpeltate, ovate deltoid or broadly deltoid, thin leathery, 3-8(-10) × 2-5 cm, base slightly concave, apex caudate or acuminate, slightly obtuse, often dark green when dry, 5-nerved. Male and female inflorescences isomorphic and composed of simple umbelliform cymes, few flowered; peduncle filamentous, 1-3.5 cm, with 3-5 cymelets fascicled; bracteole narrowly lanceolate, ca. 0.4 × 0.2 mm. Male flowers violet to greenish, sepals 6, in 2 whorls, outer whorl ovate, inner whorl sublanceolate, 1.5-2 mm × ca. 1 mm, apex caudate; petals 3, in 1 whorl, broadly cuneate, 0.4-0.5 mm × 0.4-0.5 mm, violet. Stamens connate into a peltate synandrium. Synandrium 0.5-1 mm. Female flowers: perianth symmetrical; sepals 3, in 1 whorl, broadly ovate, ca. 1.5 mm × 0.8 mm, apex caudate; petals 3, in 1 whorl, oblate to broadly cuneate, ca. 0.6 mm × 0.5 mm; stigma 3-lobed, carpel 1, subovoid. Drupes orange-red, obovoid; endocarp 4.5-5 × 2-3 mm, dorsally bearing 4 rows of ornamentation, 2 rows closing to midrib dotted, lateral rows transversely ridged. Seed horseshoe-shaped.
Distribution: China (Yunnan, Guangxi, Guizhou, Sichuan, and Xizang), Thailand (Chiang Mai), and Vietnam (Ha Giang).
Specimens examined: VIETNAM. Ha Giang Province: 
